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Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan
Draft Program Environmental Impact Report
SCOPING SESSION
August 4, 2015

Coachella Valley Water District

CVWD – District Facts

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Special District formed in 1918
Stormwater tax levy provides revenue stream
~1,000 square miles service area
Delivers irrigation and domestic (drinking) water
Collects and recycles wastewater
Provides regional storm water protection
Replenishes the groundwater basin
Promotes water conservation
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Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan

The key components of the Master Plan are to:
1.

Identify approximate location, size, and type of Facilities
required to manage flood hazards within the Plan Area;

2.

Guide long term development of the regional and valley
floor drainage facilities;

3.

Guide the location and sizing of local drainage facilities
that will be constructed by developers and others within
the Plan Area; and

4.

Estimate costs to manage flooding issues within the
Plan Area

Purpose of Scoping Session

Purpose of Scoping Study:
• Inform the public about the project and CEQA process
• Receive input for addressing potential environmental

issues in the Draft PEIR
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Scoping Session Procedures

•

This session will be video taped and recorded to
document comments and inputs that are pertinent to
PEIR contents

•

Comments are limited to identifying environmental
issues to be addressed in the Draft PEIR

•

Immediate responses to any concerns raised may not
be provided

•

Issues raised will be addressed in the Draft PEIR

Project Location

• Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater
Master Plan encompasses
approximately 207 square miles
• Includes the communities of:
• Mecca
• North Shore
• Thermal
• Oasis
• Vista Santa Rosa
• Portions of La Quinta and
Coachella
• Small area north end of Imperial
County

3

4/12/2017

Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan

Facilities identified in the Plan include:
• Storm drains and channels
• Debris basins
• Training levees
• Modifications to the Coachella Valley Storm Channel
The ECV SMP consists of two regional plans:
• Oasis Regional and Valley Floor Area
• Mecca/North Shore Area

Oasis Valley Floor Area
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Mecca/North Shore Area

CEQA Process
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Notice of Preparation

•

The Notice of Preparation (NOP) was circulated for 30-day
CEQA mandated public review period

•

NOP Comment Period: July 17, 2015 to August 17, 2015

Environmental Effects to be Analyzed in the PEIR

Environmental Impacts to be Analyzed:
• Agricultural and Forestry Resources
• Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• Biological Resources
• Cultural Resources
• Hydrology and Water Quality
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Environmental Effects (Continued)

•
•
•

Land Use and Planning
Noise
Other CEQA Topics (cumulative impacts, significant
unavoidable adverse impacts, growth inducing impacts, significant
irreversible environmental changes from the project)

•

Alternatives

Comments Regarding the Scope of the PEIR

Additional comments may be submitted in writing by
August 17, 2015 to:
Coachella Valley Water District
Luke Stowe
Environmental Supervisor
75-515 Hovley Lane East
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Or via email: Istowe@cvwd.org
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South Coast
Air Quality Management District
South Coast

AQMD

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov

July 23,2015
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Luke Stowe, Environmental Supervisor
Coachella Valley Water District
75-515 Hoviey Lane East
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Notice of Preparation of a C E Q A Document for the
Eastern Coachella Vallev Stormwater Master Plan
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
above-mentioned document. The SCAQMD staffs comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential air
quality impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the draft CEQA document. Please send the
SCAQMD a copy of the CEQA document upon its completion. Note that copies of the Draft EIR that are submitted to the
State Clearinghouse are not forwarded to the SCAQMD. Please forward a copy of the Draft EIR directly to SCAQMD at
the address in our letterhead. In addition, please send with the draft EIR all appendices or technical documents
related to the air quality and greenhouse gas analyses and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health
risk assessment files. These include original emission calculation spreadsheets and modeling files (not Adobe PDF
files). Without all files and supporting air quality documentation, the SCAQMD will be unable to complete its
review of the air quality analysis in a timely manner. Any delays in providing all supporting air quality
documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the comment period.
Air Quality Analysis
The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist other
public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency use this
Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis. Copies of the Handbook are available from the
SCAQMD's Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720. More recent guidance developed since this
Handbook was published is also available on SCAQMD's website here: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/airquality-analvsis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbook-(1993). SCAQMD staff also recommends that the lead agency use
the CalEEMod land use emissions software. This software has recently been updated to incorporate up-to-date state and
locally approved emission factors and methodologies for estimating pollutant emissions from typical land use
development. CalEEMod is the only software model maintained by the California Air Pollution Control Officers
Association (CAPCOA) and replaces the now outdated URBEMIS. This model is available free of charge at:
www.caleemod.com.
The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the project
and all air pollutant sources related to the project. Air quality impacts from both construction (including demolition, if
any) and operations should be calculated. Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to,
emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatings,
off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources (e.g., construction worker
vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operation-related air quality impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions
from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road
tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air quality impacts from indirect sources, that is, sources that generate or attract
vehicular trips should be included in the analysis.
The SCAQMD has also developed both regional and localized significance thresholds. The SCAQMD staff requests that
the lead agency quantify criteria pollutant emissions and compare the results to the recommended regional significance
thresholds found here: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/scaqmd-air-quality-significancethresholds.pdf?sfvrsn=2. In addition to analyzing regional air quality impacts, the SCAQMD staff recommends
calculating localized air quality impacts and comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs). LST's can
be used in addition to the recommended regional significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts
when preparing a CEQA document. Therefore, when preparing the air quality analysis for the proposed project, it is
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recommended that the lead agency perform a localized analysis by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or
performing dispersion modeling as necessary. Guidance for performing a localized air quality analysis can be found at:
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-qualitv-analysis-handbook/localized-significance-thresholds.
In the event that the proposed project generates or attracts vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, it
is recommended that the lead agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment. Guidance for performing a mobile
source health risk assessment ("Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel
Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis") can be found at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/airqualitv-analysis-handbook/mobile-source-toxics-analvsis. An analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the use
of equipment potentially generating such air pollutants should also be included.
In addition, guidance on siting incompatible land uses (such as placing homes near freeways) can be found in the
California Air Resources Board's Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Perspective, which can be found at
the following internet address: http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf. CARB's Land Use Handbook is a general
reference guide for evaluating and reducing air pollution impacts associated with new projects that go through the land
use decision-making process.
Mitigation Measures
In the event that the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible mitigation
measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation to minimize or
eliminate these impacts. Pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation
measures must also be discussed. Several resources are available to assist the Lead Agency with identifying possible
mitigation measures for the project, including:
• Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook
• SCAQMD's CEQA web pages at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-qualitv-analvsishandbook/mitigation-measures-and-control-efficiencies.
• CAPCOA's Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures available here:
http://www.capcoa.Org/wp-content/uploads/2010/l l/CAPCOA-Quantification-Report-9-14-Final.pdf.
• SCAQMD's Rule 403 - Fugitive Dust, and the Implementation Handbook for controlling construction-related
emissions
• Other measures to reduce air quality impacts from land use projects can be found in the SCAQMD's Guidance
Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning. This document can be found
at the following internet address: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/air-qualityguidance/complete-guidance-document.pdf?sfvrsn=4.
Data Sources
SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD's Public Information
Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is also available via
the SCAQMD's webpage (http://www.aqmd.gov).
The SCAQMD staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project emissions are accurately evaluated
and mitigated where feasible. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at Jwongl (olaqmd.gov or
call me at (909) 396-3176.
Sincerely,
Jillian Wong, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor
Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
RVC 150717-01
Control Number

Cheryl DeGano
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Luke Stowe <LStowe@cvwd.org>
Thursday, July 23, 2015 10:08 AM
Tesfaye Demissie; Joseph Caldwell; Cheryl DeGano
Steve Bigley; Dan Charlton
FW: NOP and Public Scoping Meeting Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan
2203_001.pdf

Hi Folks: who can best provide assistance re: the request below? Thanks- Luke
From: Esparza, Robert [mailto:rlesparza@IID.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2015 9:38 AM
To: Luke Stowe
Cc: Vargas, Donald A
Subject: FW: NOP and Public Scoping Meeting Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan

Good Morning Mr. Stowe,
My name is Robert Esparza, I am a GIS Technician with the Imperial Irrigation District. I have been tasked
with overlaying the Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Project with our electrical network. I was hoping you
could provide me with the shapefiles listed below (if available) to input into our GIS to better serve your request
for comments.
Study Area
Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel(s)
Training Levee/Channel
Debris Basin
New Replacement Bridges
Widening UPRR Bridges
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Thank You,
Robert

Robert L. Esparza, GISP
GIS Technician I
IID Energy
Office: 760-482-3548
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E-Mail: rlesparza@iid.com

Click here to report this email as spam.
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Cheryl DeGano
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Luke Stowe <LStowe@cvwd.org>
Tuesday, July 28, 2015 5:16 PM
Tesfaye Demissie; Dan Charlton; Steve Bigley; Cheryl DeGano; Joseph Caldwell; Mark
Johnson (Coachella Valley Water District)
FW: Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan

FYI
From: Lyman, Bob [mailto:BLYMAN@rctlma.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 12:40 PM
To: Luke Stowe
Cc: Perez, Juan
Subject: Eastern Coachella Valley Stormwater Master Plan

Mr. Stowe
The County of Riverside will work in close cooperation with CVWD as a major stakeholder in this process. I will
be attending the scoping session and will submit comments after the scoping session.
Regards

Bob Lyman
Regional Office Manager-Desert 760 863-8267
Please take our survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TLMA-HowWeDoing
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