C O A C H E L L A VA L L E Y W AT E R D I S T R I C T

SINCE 191 8

P lanting &
Gardening
C A LEN DA R

YisourWater
our promise.

Water-efficient Landscaping Tips
Find and fix outdoor leaks. Outdoor leaks can be very wasteful
and costly. To find leaks in your sprinkler system, walk your
irrigation lines and inspect the valves. Check for unusual wet
spots and leaky or broken sprinkler heads. Algae, mushrooms, or
slime often suggest a leak.
Soil type and irrigation efficiency vary from garden to garden.
Use these recommendations as a starting point to find the
best practice for your landscaping.
Try dividing your irrigation time into multiple periods per day
for better soil absorption. Compost is a good soil amendment
for compacted soils. It also aids in water absorption and provides
soil nutrients.

Rebates & Discounts

CVWD offers several rebate programs designed to
reduce water use for residential, homeowner
associations, and commercial customers.
MOST PROGRAMS REQUIRE PRE-APPROVAL.
CUSTOMERS CAN RECEIVE:
• $2 per square foot of turf removed and replaced with desert
landscape – up to 10,000 square feet for residential and 25,000
square feet per project for HOA and commercial customers.
• Smart controllers installed at no charge for residents and
reimbursed at 75% of the cost for large landscape customers up
to $10,000 per project.

CIMIS Weather Station

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
manages a network of over 145 automated weather
stations – California Irrigation Management Information
System (CIMIS). CIMIS was developed in 1982 by DWR
and the University of California, Davis to assist irrigators in
managing their water resources more efficiently. Efficient
use of water resources benefits Californians by saving
water, energy, and money. CVWD owns and maintains
four CIMIS devices and uses the information gathered by
CIMIS to set outdoor water budgets.

• $4 for each installed high-efficiency rotary nozzle for residential,
HOA, and commercial customers.
• $.50 per square foot rebate for HOA and commercial customers
to improve their irrigation system.
• Residential hot water recirculating pump – a maximum $125
rebate, or the cost of the recirculating pump, whichever is less.
• $100 rebates plus the $10 recycling fee for residents installing
high-efficiency toilets. Commercial establishments can receive
rebates for half the cost of installing water-efficient toilets.
• A maximum of $150 rebate per installed ENERGY STAR
residential washing machine.
• Indoor water conservation kits are free for residential customers.

Visit cvwd.org/rebates for current program details, eligibility
requirements, or to apply for rebates and discounts.

Simple changes
add up to big
water savings!

INDOOR TIPS

Small changes around the house can add up to big savings
on monthly water bills and help protect our precious resource.
Run the dishwasher and washing machine
only when full.
Install aerators on household faucets.
Find and fix leaks quickly.
Leaks can account for more than
200 gallons of water wasted per day.
Don’t let unused water go down
the drain. Use it for plants and trees.
Thaw food in the refrigerator rather
than under running water.
Shorten your shower and
install a low flow showerhead.
Fill the bathtub
half full while bathing.

OUTDOOR TIPS

Most of the water used in the Coachella Valley is applied
outdoors. Do what you can in the yard to stop water waste.
Reduce watering on landscaping by two
days per week during winter months.
Water your lawn in the
early morning or evening when
temperatures are cooler
and there is less wind.
Check sprinkler heads to ensure they are spraying properly.
Eliminate water runoff onto streets and sidewalks.

Let your lawn go golden during the fall
and winter. You can keep bermuda
grass alive in a dormant condition
with only occasional watering.
Replace your lawn
with desert-friendly landscaping.

			 Cool-season
Fruits & Vegetables
P lant

Prepare
		 & Care

Prepare garden soil for spring by
incorporating 2" of organic matter
(compost, manure, etc).

Plant cool-season vegetable seeds like artichokes
and beets.
Plant cool-season transplants – cole crops like
broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, and kale.

Hand-weed before weedy species
go to seed.

Dill

Prune all established deciduous fruit
trees before they leaf out.

Create an indoor herb garden – basil, cilantro, dill,
and thyme.
Plant new bare root, deciduous, low-chill, fruit trees
like peach, fig, apricot, and nectarine.

Basil
T hyme
Cilantro

Vocabulary

COMPOST
A mixture of decomposed vegetative matter,
useful for amending soil, mulching, and
fertilizing.
COLE CROPS
A general term used to describe several
vegetables in the mustard family. All cole crops
are cultivated varieties of the species Brassica
osleracea.

S U N DAY

JANUARY

M O N DAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

New Year’s Day

On this day in 1918 Coachella
Valley residents cast votes
in favor of forming CVWD,
324 to 49.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Citrus and Fruit Trees

P lant

Plant the last of smaller
cool-season vegetable
seeds (root crops, leaf
crops, and peas), Choose slow-bolt
varieties to keep them from going to
seed as spring moves toward summer.
Citrus cultivars that have high heat
requirements such as grapefruit &
Valencia oranges, Eureka and Lisbon
lemons, Fairchild and Daisy mandarins,
and tangelos are a few of the well-suited
citrus for this area.

Prepare & Care

Vocabulary

Fertilize deciduous and citrus fruit trees
with a complete slow-release fertilizer.

SUCKERS
Plant growth that appears different from other
stems and branches, often from the roots of a
grafted plant. Sucker growth should be removed,
especially if below the graft union of roses and
fruit trees.

Be on the lookout for aphids – control
with insecticidal soap.
Prune citrus lightly keeping the canopy
skirt 1' above the ground, but remove
dead wood, cross-over, and any
suckers growing from below the bud
union.

SLOW-BOLT PLANT
A plant that does not quickly “go to seed”
marking the end of its life cycle. Signs of bolting:

Set out warm-season vegetable
transplants after mid-February, but
watch for a frost weather report and
protect from late season frost with a
frost 2020
blanket.

• Sudden, upward growth – usually of a
singular, woody stalk with few leaves
• Production of flowers, followed by that of
seeds
• Slowed production of edible, vegetative
growth
• Less desirable (often more bitter) flavor

S U N DAY

FEBRUARY

M O N DAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

Groundhog Day

Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day

Ash Wednesday

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

Tomatoes and Insect/Aphid Control
P lant

Plant and fertilize landscape
plants before the heat. Check
with your nursery for
recommendations. Buddleia
and guara are two options.

Aphids

Plant two-year-old citrus trees
now so the trees develop a
strong root system before the
summer’s high temperatures.
Plant warm-season vegetable
seeds. Green beans, corn,
eggplant, and melons are
some options. Continue to set
out warm-season transplants.
There are two different
growing types of tomatoes –
determinant and indeterminate.
The latter are best supported
with a cage due to their ability
to grow up to 20 feet tall.

Prepare & Care

Warmer weather means spring’s peak
aphid season. Try releasing natural
predators like ladybugs, aphid lions
(lacewings) and praying mantis.

S U N DAY

While pruning frost-damaged trees/shrubs,
wait until the first branch leaves emerge so
that you can tell where the damage begins
and not cut out any live wood.

M O N DAY

BROKEN HEAD
Broken heads can waste hundreds of gallons of water. At a
minimum, inspect your irrigation system monthly for broken
heads and spray alignments. Better yet, inspect after each
mowing.

MARCH
T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

St. Patrick’s Day

Daylight Saving Time Begins

Common Irrigation Issues

World Water Day

Cesar Chavez Day

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

Spring Equinox

Prepare & Care

Adjusting to Warmer
					 Temperatures

Set out culinary herbs like mint, rosemary, sage,
parsley, and thyme.

It’s starting to get warm now, begin applying more water
to both vegetables and fruit crops.

Common Irrigation
			 Issues

P lant

Continue to plant and transplant
warm-season vegetable crops. Choose
short days-to-maturity fruiting varieties
before average temperatures of 105 °F
begin to damage pollen.

WATERING WALKWAYS AND DRIVES
Usually caused by spray heads or rotors getting
out of alignment. Make a habit of checking your
system after each time you mow to reduce
water waste and save on bills.

Remove winter annuals and replace
with desert plants to create a pollinator
garden. Lantana, lavandula, penstemon,
and salvia are great options.

Vocabulary

Many desert shrubs attract
hummingbirds and bees. Desert
milkweed planted in bulk attracts
both queen and monarch
butterflies.

SET OUT
Planting your transplants at the
recommended time for optimal
acclimation to environmental
conditions. Ideal planting
techniques can vary for your
specific plant and
conditions. Your local
nursery and the internet
are great resources to
learn what’s best.

Remove weeds and bermuda
grass from flowerbeds and
gardens.

S U N DAY

M O N DAY

APRIL

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

April Fool’s Day

Good Friday

Easter

Tax Day

Earth Day

S AT U R DAY

Prevent Sun/Heat Damage
Prepare
		 & Care

P lant

Whitewash trunks of newly
planted citrus trees using a rubber
or water-based latex paint.

Pick early maturing
fruit from deciduous
trees to ripen
indoors before the
birds get at them.
If you want treeripened fruit, netting
also helps.

Mulch both trees and vegetables
to cool roots and conserve water.
Continue to gradually increase
watering frequency and duration
but try to keep regular sprinkler
water off both tree and vegetable
foliage. Drip irrigation is best.

Shade tomato
plants with 50%
reduction shade
cloth.

In dusty areas, a quick hose rinse
once a week is okay.
Check drip irrigation for clogs
and do a full sprinkler system
evaluation to avoid other water
waste problems.

Vocabulary

DRIP IRRIGATION
System where water is delivered (dripped) by
emitters to plants at their root zones.

S U N DAY

M O N DAY

DECIDUOUS
Leaves drop during dormant cool-season of the year.
Plant almost appears to die but regrows the next season.

MAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

Cinco de Mayo

Mother’s Day

Armed Forces Day

Memorial Day

P lant

Prune the Correct P lants
Prepare & Care

As your vine crops begin to ripen, place a board underneath
the fruit to prevent fruit rot.

Time to prune oleander, lantana, bougainvillea, and
hibiscus. Only remove dead and crossing branches.
Prevent trunk and scaffold branches from burning in
the hot summer sun by not topping trees or pruning
citrus foliage in the summer.

Shade tomato plants, peppers, and cucumbers
to help them last a little longer. Don’t use more than
50% reduction shade cloth. Don’t shade corn, squash
or melons.

Common Irrigation Issues

Water deeply, but infrequently, using a soil
probe or long screwdriver to check the
depth of water penetration. Probes and
screwdrivers move easily in wet soil.
Once the probe hits dry soil, penetration
stops, and you can measure the depth
penetrated. Soil should be damp down to 1.5' for
vegetables and 2 – 3" deep for trees. Irrigate again
when the surface is dry.

OLD IRRIGATION CONTROLLER
Irrigation controllers older than five years old are not utilizing
current technology and therefore waste water and money. Upgrade
your old controller to a new smart controller using CVWD’s smart
controller rebate program. Visit cvwd.org/rebates.

Apply chelated iron to citrus trees showing an iron
deficiency – newer foliage will show yellowing.
If applying fertilizer in the summer, wet the soil both
the day before and then immediately after the
application so that concentrated fertilizer is diluted
and does not damage the roots.

Vocabulary

SOIL PROBE
A probe such as a metal rod pushed into the soil
shows how deep moisture has penetrated and allows
you to take a soil sample for soil testing.

S U N DAY

M O N DAY

JUNE

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

World Environment Day

Flag Day

Father’s Day
Summer Solstice

S hade & Water
P lant

Plant seeds in the last two weeks of July for beans,
corn, Armenian cucumbers, melons, pumpkins,
winter squash, and sunflowers.

Prepare & Care

Common Irrigation
			 Issues

Tomatoes will not fruit (non-viable pollen in mid-summer’s high
temperatures), but keep them shaded and nurture them until
fall’s cooler temperatures give you early tomatoes again.
Take advantage of the mid-summer’s intense heat to solarize
your fall’s vegetable growing plot to kill soil-borne diseases
and weed seeds. Use clear plastic over deeply wetted soil.

MISTING
Water misting everywhere when you turn on your
sprays is almost always caused by high water
pressure. Most spray heads should operate at 30
pounds per square inch, but the majority of irrigation
systems in the valley operate under higher pressure.
Regulate the pressure down at the emission device
or at the valve or install pressure reducers or
pressure-reducing sprinklers. This is typically easy
and inexpensive to do and provides the quickest
payback.

Vocabulary

SOLARIZATION
The process of covering an area of soil with a
transparent polyethylene cover to trap solar energy.
Soil solarization heats up the soil to the point that it
weakens and kills fungi, bacteria, nematodes,
insects, mites, and weeds in the soil.

2020

S U N DAY

M O N DAY

JULY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

Canada Day

Independence Day

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

Prep for the Coming
					 Cool Season

Prepare & Care
Continue watering deeply and infrequently –
allowing the soil surface to dry between irrigations.
Replenish depleted and sparse mulch material.

P lant

Prepare fall garden soil for planting with 2" of
organic material from compost, manure, or box store
soil amendment.

Plant winter squash (acorn, butternut, Hubbard,
spaghetti, and pumpkin), and start thinking about
planting cool-season vegetables. This is a great
time to start summer squash, cabbage,
cauliflower, broccoli, brussel sprouts, snap
beans, radish, beets, carrots, and celery.
Seed catalogs are a great resource. They
have a number of vegetables you may not
find in stores including heirloom varieties.

Common Irrigation
			 Issues

RUNOFF
Water runs off your landscape because it is
being applied too fast to be absorbed
into the soil. To solve, program your
controller with multiple start times.
Instead of watering for 12 minutes
a day, try 3 different start times
with 4-minute run times.
Separate the start times by
one hour to allow water to
soak into the soil. Check
your controller to see
if it has a cycle and
soak feature.

Heirloom means it has been in
cultivation for at least 50 years and is
not a hybrid. You may be able to grow
some of the same vegetables your
grandparents would have planted.
The only downside to heirloom
varieties is that they may lack
some disease resistant qualities.

S U N DAY

M O N DAY

AUGUST
T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

P lant Cool Season Vegetables

Prepare
		 & Care

P lant

Continue watering deeply and
infrequently allowing the soil
surface to dry between
irrigations.

As temperatures start to fall
below 100° F, start to plant
cool-season vegetable seeds
with long days-to-maturity
intervals – broccoli, carrots,
chard, chives, garlic, lettuce,
peas, and spinach.

Replenish depleted and sparse
mulch material.
Fertilize citrus trees during the first
two weeks of the month so that
flush growth can harden off before
the first frost.

Plant vegetable transplants of
both warm-season and coolseason varieties.
Transplant both deciduous
and citrus container-grown
plants while soil temperatures
are still warm enough for
rapid root growth.

Get a Rebate

Vocabulary

Instead of reseeding your lawn
this year, consider applying for
CVWD’s residential landscape
rebate program. Rebates are
available at $2 per square foot up
to a maximum of 10,000 square
feet per program year (July 1
through June 30). Applications for
this program should be made
through CVWD’s online portal and
will be reviewed on a first-come,
first-served basis. Visit cvwd.org/
rebates. This program requires
pre-approval.

PERENNIAL
Plant that lives for at least
three seasons, typically
flowering every year:
Usually herbaceous –
artichokes, asparagus, and
rhubarb.

S U N DAY

SEPTEMBER

M O N DAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

Rosh Hashanah
Labor Day

Patriot Day

Yom Kippur

Fall Equinox

Mexican
Independence Day

Common Irrigation
			 Issues

Winter and Spring Prep
P lant

LEAKING VALVES
Sand, rocks, and other small debris
in the water system can prevent
an irrigation valve from fully
closing. These “invisible”
leaks add up: oozing out
at only a half gallon per
minute becomes 30
gallons per hour,
720 gallons per
day, and 5,040
gallons per week.
Look for small
wet spots in the
gutter that never
dry out. The
valve should be
disassembled
and cleaned.

Continue to plant all cool-season
seed crops as a succession
harvest strategy.
Plant wildflower seeds for
spring blooms.
Early fall is a good time
to plant citrus trees
(lemon, grapefruit, lime,
orange, tangerine/
mandarin) so they can
acclimate before the
frost season arrives.

Prepare
		 & Care

Vocabulary

Water newly planted citrus trees
twice a week.

ANNUAL
Plant that completes its life cycle
in one season or one year.

Prune dead branches from
interior of citrus trees. Remove
water sprouts from the interior.
Winter annual weeds will soon
appear; destroy them before
they form a seed head.

S U N DAY

OCTOBER

M O N DAY

Columbus Day

Halloween

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

P lan for Spring

Prepare
		 & Care

Extend your watering interval
for your citrus trees but continue to
water deeply.

P lant

Prepare your garden for upcoming
frosts; keep frost blankets
handy.

Continue planting
vegetable seed crops
and replace September’s
harvested transplants.

Aphids will soon appear.
Check plants daily.
Control with
insecticidal soap.

Now is a good time to
visit local nurseries to
select plants based on
colors since most are
in bloom. Begonia,
gloriosa daisy, and
snapdragon are
some options.

Common
Irrigation
Issues

MATURE SHRUB BLOCKS IRRIGATION
This is a clear sign you should consider
switching to drip irrigation. You can prune your
shrubs, but their health and appearance may
suffer. Converting sprays or rotors to drip saves
water and money and reduces the time spent
weeding in spots that don’t need to be watered.

S U N DAY

Daylight Saving Time Ends

NOVEMBER

M O N DAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

Hanukkah Begins

F R I DAY

S AT U R DAY

DIY Backyard Garden
P lant

Build raised beds if you haven’t.
Containers work well in small spaces.

Prepare
& Care

Vertical trellising saves ground
space. The location must have eight
hours of full sun.
The Coachella Valley has multiple
growing seasons. Cool-season
vegetables produce and grow best
with average temps between 55° –
75° F. The warm season is from 65° –
100°+ F. Begin prepping for 2022
gardening.

Frost season begins. Check the
weather reports daily and cover
plants with protective frost
blankets before the sun sets.
Do not remove blankets until
the midmorning sun completely
covers the garden and the frost
has melted.

Common
Irrigation
			 Issues

Begin harvesting citrus trees
sparingly. Fruit left on the tree will
sweeten as the season
progresses.
Hold off on fertilizing citrus trees
because the resulting foliage
flush is particularly frost sensitive.
Wait until spring.

SYSTEM OPERATES IN THE RAIN
Many excellent wireless rain
sensors are on the market today.
Some shut off irrigation at
the slightest hint of rain.
Install your sensor where
it will receive accurate
rainfall.

S U N DAY

DECEMBER

M O N DAY

T U E S DAY

W E D N E S DAY

T H U R S DAY

F R I DAY

Winter Solstice

Kwanzaa Begins

S AT U R DAY

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve

Lush & Efficient Landscape
Gardening in the Coachella Valley

This popular 160-page book is an excellent resource
for designing a desert-friendly landscape and choosing
water-efficient plants.
• More than 300 desert-friendly plants
• Water-efficient irrigation methods
• Tips to save you time, water, and money

Check out the websites
below for tips, tricks, and guides
to water-efficient landscaping.

Order for $10 online at cvwd.org/store or call
(760) 398-2651 and ask for customer service.

FLIP MY LAWN

IRRIGATION GUIDE

Adjust your irrigation timer monthly
according to this Watering Guide below.

WATER-EFFICIENT SHRUBS

WATER-EFFICIENT TREES

GRASS ON SPRAY SYSTEM

GRASS ON ROTARY SYSTEM

January

0.7 gal/days, 2 days/week

14 gal/day, 2 days/week

3 min/day, 5 days/week

7 min/day, 5 days/week

February

0.9 gal/day, 3 days/week

21 gal/day, 3 days/week

5 min/day, 5 days/week

13 min/day, 5 days/week

March

0.9 gal/day, 4 days/week

16 gal/day, 4 days/week

7 min/day, 5 days/week

18 min/day, 5 days/week

April

1.0 gal/day, 5 days/week

17 gal/day, 5 days/week

10 min/day, 7 days/week

22 min/day, 7 days/week

May

0.9 gal/day, 6 days/week

18 gal/day, 6 days/week

12 min/day, 7 days/week

27 min/day, 7 days/week

June

0.9 gal/day, 7 days/week

18 gal/day, 7 days/week

14 min/day, 7 days/week

30 min/day, 7 days/week

July

0.9 gal/day, 7 days/week

18 gal/day, 7 days/week

13 min/day, 7 days/week

30 min/day, 7 days/week

August

0.9 gal/day, 6 days/week

17 gal/day, 6 days/week

12 min/day, 7 days/week

27 min/day, 7 days/week

September

1.0 gal/day, 5 days/week

18 gal/day, 5 days/week

10 min/day, 7 days/week

22 min/day, 7 days/week

October

0.9 gal/day, 4 days/week

16 gal/day, 4 days/week

7 min/day, 7 days/week

14 min/day, 7 days/week

November

0.7 gal/day, 3 days/week

14 gal/day, 3 days/week

4 min/day, 7 days/week

10 min/day, 7 days/week

December

0.7 gal/day, 2 days/week

14 gal/day, 2 days/week

3 min/day, 5 days/week

6 min/day, 5 days/week

Individual watering
times may vary due
to soil and other
conditions.
Gradually reduce
the amount of water
you’re using to find
an adequate amount
for your situation
without being wasteful.

Your water is our promise.

OFFICES OPEN:
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

c v w d .o r g | (760) 398-2651 | customerservice@cvwd.org

flipmylawn.com

CALIFORNIA NATIVE
PLANT SOCIETY

Bringing together science, education,
conservation, and gardening to power
the native plant movement.

cnps.org

CENTER FOR WATER-EFFICIENT
LANDSCAPING
Research and outreach center designed
to improve efficient use of water for
landscape irrigation.

cwel.usu.edu/principles

BE WATER WISE
Printed on recycled paper

MAILING ADDRESS:
PO Box 1058
Coachella, CA 92236

Flip My Lawn was built to help streamline
the process of converting lawns to
beautiful California native landscapes.

75515 & 75525
Hovley Lane East
Palm Desert, CA 92211
51501 Tyler St.
Coachella, CA 92236

Water-wise garden inspiration and
helpful tips.

bewaterwise.com/garden.html

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
WATER RESOURCES
Resource for planning turf removal and
water-efficient landscaping.

water.ca.gov/Water-Basics/
Conservation-Tips/Plant-andLandscape-Guide

